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CSLA is proud to present OGood IdeasO for creating information literate

Quality School Library Programs Make a

Differ ence in Student Achievement
BY JEK OOCONNELL

C‘Sow me a school with a good school library and 101l show you a g
rongly when | said that in 1999 and believe it carries even mo
Today library media teachers serve as teachers
and in-service providers for teachers. A virtual |
state research studies, points to school libraries t
do tangibly impact student performance. Rece
from Alaska to Florida conclude that credentiale
sional library media teachers positively affect
achievement. The studies also confirm the-nece:
ical staff if a library media teacher is really to teac
importance of principal and teacher support if tf
library program is to succeed. Quality school lib
tions have come a long way since | was a classrc

As a legis|dtaiorked to retain funding for the California Public School Li
funding continues, albeit greatly reduced, but théhevskhmol friomary

apart from instructathe school library as an integral part of the learnin
munityrequires more than funding. It requires rethinking the role of the
media center within the context of helping all students achieve.-I salus
ognized in this isskmodf Idefm! moving toward school library programs |
make a difference in the academic achievemeoef SialifoifiterCstudent:
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Libraries Rule! Seventh-Grade Language
Arts Students Agree

CARLSEBD VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

g:)uld cell phones be allowed at schootp&iutuldth a visual aid. Hodge and the teac
mans be cloned? Should college aldibeteseleto plan the basics of the project. L
paid? Students at Caalébadviddle Schowlet with each teacher individually to refine th
researched these and other important issues xlpadtiaf needs.

a collaborative project with their seventh-g[% ed n

a - ,
) ay Hodge planned a mini-lesson to in
?nue%%: tgg:héerzacheré’e@g@ Hodgdibrary information literacy skills. Students learned tt

of the Big@search process and implemented
The product of the five-day information liteiealy dey of research. Students learned at
ject was a persuasive, five-paragraph essayisaahch Boolean searching, and how
notesheets. They were introduced to Electric
and were taught how to create a.bidftiegrapt
writing the est®y students created a visual ai
postebrochure, video, or PowerPoint presents
use with their persuasive speech.

ISheuld Gum Be™
Allowed on
Gampusy

Collaborating teachers Chrissie Lukasiewicz, Suzanne -
Congleton, Sarah Milam, and LMT Peggy Hodge review new *
books purchased with California State School Library
Protection Act funds.

Peggy Hodge was impressed with stqdents() persuasive
t speeches and visual aids. She said, Ol could hear them use

OPeggy Hodge is a dedicated the data they had collected to persuade their audience.O
teacher librarian, and educator
who dramatically impacts the lives  As a result of the project, students seem to

of the students with whom she library as a friendly place to work and the p
interacts. This impact is seen in the  find answers to their questions. In the weeks 1
large number of students who the project, many more seventh graders carn

regularly use our school librarye
It is a pleasure to work with a
colleague and a friend like Peggy
She brings many dimensions to our t

school©library and the library® VaIIey. Middle School (grades 7D8; 1,131 students)
relationship to the students and 801 Pine Ave., Carlsbad 92008

classroom teachers.O 760-602-6020
' Kim Marshall, Principal

b Kim Marshall, Principal Peggy Hodge, Library Media Teacher
bookwomanl@home.com
Carlsbad Unified School District

the library on their own time. These seventh
agree that Libraries Rule!
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Reading and Reseach: A Recipe for Success
SUTTER MIDDLE SCHOOL

-I-ake one sheltered, physical-science clagsofmhagiotyfrom three articles. The pairs spe
eight seventh- and eighth-grade Englistyd srading, discussing, retelling, drawing,
guage Development (ELD) students learmigg ambudontrasting and writing information
coal and coal mining. Combine with twostlynesnabout coal and coal mining. When w
educatokéaria Rangelibrary media teanter around about the magnificent job they were
Polly Kiner science tead current, languaBencipal Mike Smith came to observe. Range
appropriate magazine articles (printed fror®THésSARS a pivotal point in how our new pi
Discoverer database purchased with sciseek libyargle as an LMT at Sutter!O

funds), photographs of coal miners and coal mining

from nonfiction resources, and other pietures from ref

erence books. Mix thoroughly and simmer sevetaha4gdong been a proponent of

in the library media center using reciprocal reé&?ﬂg%aﬂon between the library
media teacher and classroom

teachers. dlidation of my belief E
was my observation of the result of
a wonderful project developed and
created by Maria Rangel and
Dr. Polly KinetO
PMarian Reimann,

Assistant Vice Principal

Preparation for the culminating program for th
was exciting. Students rehearsed their parts
included reading stories about coal miners, t
the audience about coal and its use, providin
on child labor in coal mining, and sharing the
sonal artwork. The finale was a sing-along

TonsO with refreshments of homemade bisc
“  apple cider to wash down the coal dust.

Rangel and students practice reciprocal reading as they ] .
study coal mining. These ELD students, using the reciprocal

. . technigue, were able to address several infc
the main instructional mode. When compltﬁe 2prn . :
iteracy standards, and the incorporation of s

kle lightly with music and lyrieariesse€ Ern|e . : : ,
2 " : nguage arts/reading, and social studies st:
Ford@16is.0 Accent with student-createﬁl a?twpq . :

. : ‘tent_standards throughout this project, prov
and stories. Display and serve at a culminatin FO . :

7 : succ%sg ul, cross-curricular experience.

gram to an enthusiastic audience of guests, Inciuding
key administrators and teaithegs. have a Bon Appetite for Reading!
recipe for a collaborative, student-centered research
unit that guarantees success for English learnggger middie School (grades 608; 1,542 students)

. . . 7330 Winnetka Ave., Canoga Park 91306
Early in the research unit, Rangel and Kiner r@@?&@g&m ’

that student success would hinge on readingcadsfiorese Baker, Principal

coming to the libstundents were paired so that &lgea Rangel, ':j'bkrf;y Media Teacher
-ran ausd. .ca.us

was a stronger reader and speaker of Eng_h%})ﬁs. A%\]j;ltﬁs nified Schoul Distict

Rangel and Kiner modeled reciprocal reading tec

nique, the student pairs worked together to access
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At-Risk Students Appreciate Poetry,
Learn Respect for Others

LONG BEEH POYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL

pparing students for their futures is a greorayger literary community by publishing
Long Beach Polytechnic, a comprehemsaainggin the Favorite Poem Project; an onl
school that includes several specialized jacadéBeton Universitgvavitepoem.org), the
This is especially challenging for the st&fbetfytBeciety of America, and the Library of

Pacific Rim Academy with its focus en a'I'or okrléc’éuenters the collaboration by supplyi

print and Internet resources. With the recent |
of state library fuodwrife has developed th
library collection into a powerful resource tc
student and curricular needs. Tnibaibe
introduced students to a variety of poetry bc
Internet poetry sites, but the two teachers sc
ized that they were more powerful as a team
vate students toward success.

For the culminating project, students chose
that they liked and told each other why that
important to them. After sharing, they entere
poem into the Favorite Poem Project databas
day the students shared their poems, Chal
Tortorice were delighted to see that every stu
ticipated. Each student read the selected pc
Students enjoy publishing poems to the Favorite Poem delivered a thoughtful message about the pC
Project website. . . e .

its meaning. Pacific Rim students were succ
dents. English teRelgara Chaneyd library not only completing their assignments, but «
media teacley ®rtorice are giving Pacifiparticipating in a respectful and sensitive
Rim students an opportunity to develop ligeeskijsactiviiytorice and Chaney note that tl
such as listening attentively and respeiybellpf experience helps students achieve at
embedding the development of these skillteirebim academic settings, as well as in their
demic unit on poetry relationships, while meeting state and nation

Chaney designs literature units that addrets%q%%rdﬂérdformatlon literacy standards.

arts content standards as students deliver teflective

presentations which explore personal experie}ft A%an'?.cp‘é'%fc“ﬂ',ﬁ;'ngaf’;ﬁhé’géﬁggrades 9b12; 4,68
dents listen attentively and actively te groupsgpegi.oss1

bersO contributions, and they learn to recogsizrasiey and Gwen Mack, Principals
understand the significance of various literarykd@vigegee, Library Media Teacher

and explain their appeal. After formal study otﬁ%ﬁi@dbﬁﬁlggﬁsj Distict

her students select and share a favorite poem. T

then have an opportunity to see their work as a part of
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The Masque of the Red Death ~ Unleashes an Epidemic of Learning
EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL

paring a historic epidemic of their cheregtwchased with funds from the Californie
e black plague of the Middle Ages, alibvesysRrotection Act of 1998.
dents at El Dorado High School to brirg "Z}E SCi

ence, and information literacy together in ré%x?%[atlon software program was intro

- : a ry taught the students how to use a te
centedo Aery library medlq teacher (LMT)togH ’ e t%eir information to create an outl
cessfully collaborated with sophomore é?ﬁajgsf{dys Norce was responsible for the

teachdrinda Norcea member of the Health. . g .
nment requirement, creating the rubric

Careers Acadernpleash learning on ep'degﬁg ing the final essays. With such a dynami

In this cross-curricular and multidisciplinargragsigrcontent standards were met in langue
ment, students in the Health Careers Acadeialystedigs, and science.
The Masque of the Reih BrezthEnglish claésé ts that si barki th
while studying the Middle Ages in world GEBN S that since em gr Ing on this afsf,
contagious diseases in science. The stud %ﬁ\ n ;‘n I'_?CLGZS?] alw_rlz_lLeness_toh <
their school library to research another epident Iforaho '9 fch O(I)E' i 'ﬁ 3”' as
historyThe final product required the stu grﬁsé?b%e or the rest of the English departn
quently been repeated for classes

integrate their knowledge into an essay ISciplines as well. It is standard procedure tt
compare and contrast the two epldemlcs'to findvary sitting down with other content
Avery created a PowerPoint presentation tedehelstteeplan new units of instruction.
research process using teedBigfiodel. She

instructed students in the use of library resouggeg anhigh school (grades 9912; 1,372 students)
electronic subscription databases. She alscejuigiedst., Placerville 95677; 530-622-3634
them in the use of links from theAthsitgO Jef/?/ Sm'tE;bP”nCm, Teach

which she had created prior to thibsauglent(y° Aver. Library Media Teacher

. . Javery@eduhsd.k12.ca.us
visit. Many of these valuable resources andese6vAg6Snion High School District

SAGEBRISH TECHNOLOGWWARD
Kathy Pinasco: Enacious for Integr ating Technology
with Information Liter acy Skills

%thy Pinascis brilliant in the way she @Kathy is an outstanding example of an ex
elped students to take California-coribrarstamedia teacher as she integrates techr
dards far beyond expectations. She is-a shaflingrexatar areas and works closely with hel
ple of commitment to excellence in the teastsirtg firtibrporate information literacy throuc
as well as a pioneer in the field of project hessedictie Bigbategies,O adds Central Uni
ing and information lif@raspys LiddeDistrict technology resource teacher Gaye Le
Elementary Principal Gloria Christiansen.VQ%'{

. ) : gs%?ﬁ'onlals such as these, it is easy to ul
turned our library media center into the hub of learn .~ . )
o 2 why the vivacious Kathy Pinasco, LMT in
ing in our school.O

Unified School District in Fresrma€eanted

In addition to being the library media teachiee CAN)nia School Library Asgobiatiog

at Liddell Elemendatity serves as the scho@iverebsponsored by the Sagebrush Corporatic
masteHistory Day coordiaatbrHorticulture

Club advisBhe is a CSLA Northern Section rnef#grinascajbrary Media Specialist

sentative, as well as a cohort leader for twerf ngmg:fggﬁgl District

grade teachers as part of the FresmehiDgunty Tggell Elementary School (grades KBS6; 589 students)

American History grant. 5455 W. Alluvial, Fresno 93722; 559-276-3176
Gloria Christiansen, Principal
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CSLA PRESIDENTOBARD
Wendy Chason: Libary Media Teacher
Extraordinare!

w does she manag&\&ndly?Chason of her distsa(tstanding teacher award. Curre
is year@ecipient of the CSLA ®resideig{lanning the remodel of her junior high
Awvard, serves a dual role as the library mditieatgasherell as coordinating plans for a nev
(LMT) at Patwin Elementary School andhigtolmasr district.
Junior High School.

Owhdg@nthusiasm for reading is abselutely
gious,0 says Kate Bowen, sixth-grade te:
Patwin Elementary School. She enthusiastic:
motes reading not only to her students but ¢
chairs a teacher book-discussion group for |
trict. Karen Moore, social studies teacher at

t

Ol am frequently amazed by
Wendy©ability to operate effectively
in many arenas.O

b Mark G. Caryrincipal

Junior High states, OHer leadership has m
Holmes library a hub for many studentsO lear
for many teachersO teaching Car@denagnO

level of outreach to her students, fellow teact
community make her a true collaborator an
model for our profession.

WendyOs enthusiasm for reading is absolutely contagious.
b Kate Bowen, Sixth-grade Teacher t

Wendy Chasdriprary Media Teacher
Additionali@hason is an instructor in the Libreggason@djusd.k12.caus
Services Program at California State UniVarsityint Unified School District
Sacramento. In her overlapping roles as tEaheglementary School (grades KB6; 515 students)
. . T : : 2 Shasta Dr., Davis 95616
information specialist, and mstructlolsalepartnég

- 0-757-5383
has served on CSLA conference committeesyamna sy, Principal

sented at section meetings and at state Confe[RReRS, AS High school (grades 709; 1,095 student
a program administ@itason provides staff deveb2o prexel Dr., Davis 95616

opment training at all levels of learning and wa&-the5445

first LMT to be recognized as a mentor teachBR\f| 'Aep Principal

district. In addition, Chason has also been a recipient
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HIGHSMITH INNYATION AVARD
With Helen Cax, All Students Can Become
ODistinguished ScholasO

utinguished Scholars, the signature pograis @xcited by the long-term results the ¢
e Lindbergh Middle School library areLdeigponstrating. For example, as they mo
Beach, is designed to Opromote reading amighicseRpokemany are enrolling in advanced
students to a culture of literacy extending imeyincldbses andoi®paration courses becat
confines of their school and cOnsagmlieyn  these boys and girls begin to see themselve
Cox Lindberghibrary media teacher and wiessful learners.

OOnce students get into The
Reading Room and involved in our
programs, they begin to hang out
there before and after school,O

b Helen Cox, Library Medigdcher

Distinguished Scholars at Huntington Library.

of this yesafiyhsmith Innovatiami AT his large -
urban middle school of 1,460 students h4 _}..1:‘:

populatlt_)n, with many families WhO are r&s'dlrg\pstDistinguished Scholars to the media center.
readers in any language. The Distinguished Scholars

program offers students opportunities toxsit.ang, dents get into The Reading Ro
observe educational and commercial instiIANS % our programs, they begin to ha
their community and beyond. there before and after school,O Cox says. OC

High achievers, English language learndReYyspiékisp a book or a magazinehdlpay cant
education, and average students are all init&Igca#@s0 many seductive materials just ¢
ument ninety minutes of independent, sdf-bel@i¢kad up and read!O

reading in the school kimamn as The Reading

Room. Completion of those ninety minutesHgéve,ibrary Media Teacher

them a certificate, a laminated lunch pass, and"?é@ﬁ@i} Middle School (grades 6D8; 1,482 students)
nition in the school bulletin. They are also eligJig fyf7oret St- Long Beach 80805

special activities such as field trips to MUSQEHNSall, Principal

libraries, and universities that allow the studemigBtach Unified School District

visualize themselves in scholarly settings and to see

how reading and writing are used in the real world.
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CSLA ADMINISTRAVE LEADERSHIPNARD

Evergreen Elementary School District Administr ator

M

Honored for Longstanding Support of LMTs

ryann Cavalladeputy superintendenfAcdording to O. B. Whaley Elementary Schot
vergreen Elementary School Distriédisvittacher Sheila Gurtu, Cavallo provid:

receive the prestigious California Schoahd.itesoyrces far toMiieet in order to develc
Associat®AGministrative LeadeastifpAherinformation literacy lessons that model the

Cavallo recognizes the importance of
school libraries for student success.

continual recognition of the importaeaehafg practices and that integrate the Ca
credentialed library media teashersL@didliage Arts Content Standards with other
At a school board meeting Gestalleaarea standards. She encosrégesth/ehllab
related her personal philosophy dmtigedy with the classroom teachers, partic
school librarigsyOne who has stud@tbol and district instructional staff develo
the standards movement knows thaafat altiénd district or school meetings, comt
dren to be good readers they must szatispfesmal events that &eefegtdiEd into the
at their level of independence. Distrittitedadstsictional program of the school and ¢
are dependent on our high-quality i ariestif h California is suffering from a c
we ever hope to approach the No - C Anit fth g ¢
Behind goal for all children to beco -pr;&s, ‘.N&T?@@n' lon © q e(;mpordanc
cient readeoshdve high-quality librar Information literacy standards, and st

: TR ing. is demonstrated bﬁtbiﬁpyea'r@] of
we need to retain quality librarians. EB '%h‘%ifth-, and sixth-grade studentsO libra
ods Tr

and librarians are as crucial to osir ¢ . ; )
success as effective classrooms.O cfé’r Om nine to eighteEmgaassions. What a
model for others districts to follow!

As a district administrator for thirteen years,,Cavallo

has helped ensure that credestalddclagSi

't
Maryann Cavall®eputy Superintendent

fied media assistants continue their important Jg4es@ésoo

each school site. Cuthentlistrict provides two€vergreen Elementary School District
to three-days per week of certificated LMT stadfatgs@B8; 12,621 students)
elementary and middle school, along with six- to

eight-hours per day of a paraprofessional media assis

tant at each site.
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